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Yosvin and Dina in Simocol

Yosvin is 12 years old and is a student of the 6th grade of the “Escuela Oficial Rural Mixta, Simocol, Nebaj”. Simocol is a Nebaj suburb, and Yosvin tells us that simo means “water spring” and col a mandarin tree. 
He enjoys studying and going to school, but it is still not decided upon if he will continue studying after completing the 6th grade – even though he would like to do so very much. His favourite subject is languages, Spanish and English, and he would like to become a teacher. His father is a farmer and his mother stays at home, and his two elder brothers of 27 and 21 are already married and living in their own homes. An ordinary school day for Yosvin starts at 7:10 am, he gets up and heads directly towards school, which starts at 7:30am. His favourite activity during the break is playing basketball. School finishes at 12:30pm and when he gets home he has lunch and then he dedicates 1-2 hours to his homework. The rest of the afternoon he is free to meet his friends and play football on the sports field close to his home. 
Yosvin’s classmate Dina is 13 years old, and her favourite subject is also languages, she especially likes writing stories. She will continue studying after completing the 6th grade, and would like to become a secretary. Her father is a coffee worker, and her mother is a housewife. Dina has 3 younger brothers. Her day starts at 6:00am, when she gets up and starts with the preparation of the family’s breakfast. After breakfast, she heads for school and her favourite activity during the break is playing basketball with her classmates. After coming home from school, she first has lunch and helps her mother with washing the dishes. Then she does her home work, which can take up to two hours some days and then she plays with her brothers. The family has dinner at around 7:00 pm, and after waching some TV Dina gets to sleep. 

Apart from an occasional cold, Yosvin and Dina don’t recall suffering from any diseases, and their mothers usually cure colds with medicines bought from the pharmacy. 

[image: image2.jpg]


Yosvin and Dina are looking forward to having a hand washing station at the school, because now there is only one tap at the pila, and it is always very crowded for washing cups, teeth and hands during the break. 
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Simocol students brushing teeth
                Construction of new hand washing station
